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By Philip L. Swift
Tail gunner, crew of Pilot James A. Burgess
306" Bomb Group, 368" Squadron

Preface
(added by 306" BGHA Secretary)

Swift’s article of the crew’s Atlantic crossing to reach England received high praise from his
pilot, Jim Burgess, who wrote 7 March 2012 to the 306" BGHA Secretary:

“Attached is the article written by Phil Swift (my WWII tail gunner) about our adventures in
our early months in the B-17. | treasure it as a very well done and accurate memoir!

“As | told you, post war he became a journalist and editor of the Frankfort, KY newspaper. He
became the Chief of Staff for a Senator from Kentucky and spent 12 years in Washington in that
position.

“He now lives in Fankfort and | visit him there once or twice each year. Sitting at his bar, we
share many hours recalling events in our young years in combat.

“I will add some comments about the crash in Iceland: The accident investigator determined
that the main control cables were sabotaged while on the ground in Iceland. Very likely by an
Icelander employed by the U.S. who was sympathetic to the Nazi regime!”

Philip Swift (who did not use email) relayed his permission for the 306™ BGHA to publish his
article, via James Burgess’ 11 March 2012 email to the Secretary: “I contacted Phil this morning
(3/11/12) and gave him your E-mail address- he also has your postal address. There is no
difficulty with copyrights to his article and he told me it is ok to use it in the 306" Echoes at your
discretion. | encouraged him to contact you and | hope he does. He is a very private person and |
believe he only speaks of 306th combat missions when we get together. | sure do treasure his
friendship as he is one exceptional man.”

Dr. Vernon Williams (then Editor) placed the article as a front-page story in the next issue of the
306" Echoes, Winter 2012, adding two photos from Dr. Williams’ East Anglia Air War Archives
collection: On p.4 of that issue is a photo from Goose Bay, Labrador, circa 1944, of their
processing area for Incoming Personnel. On p.5 is a photo from Prestwick, Scotland, circa 1944-
1945, showing their Transient Air Transport Terminal, where air crews and other Army Air Force
personnel waited for transportation.
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